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How To Clear The Cache Of Any Web
Browser
Including mobile devices and Kindle Fire
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There are many options when it comes

How To Clear The Cache Of Any Web Browser https://www.online-tech-tips.com/computer-tips/how-to-clear-the-...

1 of 35 8/10/20, 10:54 AM



to internet browsers. Add in different platforms and different browsers, and it can get
confusing. Fortunately, many software companies have made it easy to manage those
moving parts. 

For this tutorial, we’re going to cover the aspects you need to know for clearing the
cache of various web browsers you may use on the Windows platform.

MMoozziillllaa  FFiirreeffooxx
After you open your Mozilla Firefox browser, move your mouse to the upper right
corner, where there are three horizontal lines, and click on it to reveal the menu.
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In the menu, select OOppttiioonnss.
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Once you click on OOppttiioonnss, choose PPrriivvaaccyy  &&  SSeeccuurriittyy from the left-hand side menu
listing. 
This will expose some options to your right, one of which is the SSttaannddaarrdd block of
SSoocciiaall  mmeeddiiaa  ttrraacckkeerrss,,  CCrroossss--ssiittee  ttrraacckkiinngg  ccooookkiieess,,  TTrraacckkiinngg  ccoonntteenntt  iinn  PPrriivvaattee
WWiinnddoowwss,, and CCrryyppttoommiinneerrss. The SSttaannddaarrdd  option is likely a great place to start as it
was created for just such a purpose as this, a starting point. 
If you scroll down further, there are radio buttons to choose (instead of SSttaannddaarrdd) a
SSttrriicctt  option or a CCuussttoomm option.
Scrolling further down the page will reveal other options such as CCooookkiieess  aanndd  SSiittee
DDaattaa..
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If you click on the CClleeaarr  DDaattaa button under the CCooookkiieess  aanndd  SSiittee  DDaattaa section you’ll be
presented with a couple of options covering cookies and cache.

By selecting CCooookkiieess  aanndd  SSiittee  DDaattaa, you’re removing that code that the sites have
stored on your computer (usually after asking permission and you clicked the OOKK
button to the question about cookies).

Keep in mind, this may remove code that you didn’t realize was something you
depended on, so only choose this option if you do want to delete those cookies (this
goes for all browsers and not just Firefox).

The CCaacchheedd  WWeebb  CCoonntteenntt, also known simply as cache, or temporary internet files (as
we mentioned above) are those files that help pages load faster, and you can check that
box to remove those items in Firefox, from this dialogue box.
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If you want to select the items to delete manually, you can do so by choosing MMaannaaggee
DDaattaa from the MMaannaaggee  CCooookkiieess  aanndd  SSiittee  DDaattaa dialog. By doing so, you can select the
cookie/cache and choose RReemmoovvee  SSeelleecctteedd to accurately remove the selected item(s).

When it comes to history, like local history and search history, you can choose how
you want to handle it from the HHiissttoorryy dialog box.
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If you want to manage the history automatically, you can opt for something like NNeevveerr
rreemmeemmbbeerr  hhiissttoorryy or UUssee  ccuussttoomm  sseettttiinnggss  ffoorr  hhiissttoorryy from the pull-down menu.
You can also opt to RReemmeemmbbeerr  hhiissttoorryy and, at will, revisit this setting and choose the
CClleeaarr  HHiissttoorryy to remove the history all at once. Or maybe you want to do something
that combines both approaches.

GGooooggllee  CChhrroommee
With Google Chrome, you can start to access the history section by clicking on the
three vertical dots in the upper right-hand corner of the browser.
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When you click on the dots, a menu will expand below. Choose HHiissttoorryy. This will
cause another menu to pop out to either side, depending on your Chrome position on
the screen. You’ll see HHiissttoorryy in that menu, too. Select that option.

Within the HHiissttoorryy window you can click on CClleeaarr  bbrroowwssiinngg  ddaattaa  to remove the
Chrome history. It’s on the left.

If you prefer to select one item at a time, you can do so by reviewing the list of pages
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visited and searches. Click on the three vertical dots to the right of the item you want
to remove and click RReemmoovvee  ffrroomm  hhiissttoorryy in the pop-out menu. You can also use the
checkboxes in the list.

Similar to other browsers, if you’re logged into Google in other places, like on your
mobile phone, you can also remove history from those devices, computers, etc, through
the convenience of being logged in and the syncing process between devices. For
example, with Chrome, you can select TTaabbss  ffrroomm  ootthheerr  ddeevviicceess to manage that
history.
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If you don’t want to have to mess with managing history, etc, many browsers
(including Chrome) offer you the option to have incognito web browsing (surfing)
whereby the history won’t be recorded. In the case of Chrome, you’ll find the Incognito
option in the subsequent menu that appears after clicking the vertical three dots in the
upper right-hand corner.
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You will notice an option in the screenshot above to CClleeaarr  bbrroowwssiinngg  ddaattaa (cache). If
you click on that, you have the opportunity to choose BBaassiicc (which may be the easiest)
or AAddvvaanncceedd (which gives you more options). In that dialogue box, you can choose
bbrroowwssiinngg  hhiissttoorryy,,  ccooookkiieess, and more.

The listing is pretty self-explanatory, including defining if it includes synced devices
(other places where you may be logged into Google). You can also choose what sort of
time range you would prefer, from the pull-down menu at the top of the dialogue box. 

When you’ve selected your options, click CClleeaarr  ddaattaa.

MMiiccrroossoofftt  IInntteerrnneett  EExxpplloorreerr
Internet Explorer has been around a while, and many people are familiar with it. At the
same time, it has some interesting verbiage that may confuse some people.
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Similar to other browsers, again you want to look in the upper right corner of the
browser. You are looking for a gear icon. Go ahead and click on it. 
A pop-out menu will reveal a list of options that includes SSaaffeettyy. Click on that one.
Doing so will produce the option (at the top) to DDeelleettee  bbrroowwssiinngg  hhiissttoorryy.  
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When you click on DDeelleettee  bbrroowwssiinngg  hhiissttoorryy you’ll have several self-explanatory
options in the responding dialog box. You can remove the TTeemmppoorraarryy  IInntteerrnneett  fifilleess
and wweebbssiittee  fifilleess (cache), as well as the CCooookkiieess  aanndd  wweebbssiittee  ddaattaa, and much more.  

One interesting option is the option to PPrreesseerrvvee  FFaavvoorriitteess  wweebbssiittee  ddaattaa at the top of
the dialogue box. This one is handy if you want to do a relatively clean sweep of your
browser files, etc., but you don’t want to lose the data that’s most precious to you, the
FFaavvoorriitteess.

Another one you may not want to delete, initially, are the PPaasssswwoorrddss. If you opt to
check that box, you may want to make sure that you have all of your passwords
recorded elsewhere (unless you’re able to remember them).

How To Clear The Cache Of Any Web Browser https://www.online-tech-tips.com/computer-tips/how-to-clear-the-...

13 of 35 8/10/20, 10:54 AM



In order to customize how Internet Explorer handles the internet files, etc, go back to
where we started, click on the gear icon in the upper right of the browser, and this time
choose Internet Options from the pop-out menu.
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Within this dialogue, you have the option to click on DDeelleettee  under BBrroowwssiinngg  HHiissttoorryy.
You also have SSeettttiinnggss and the option to DDeelleettee  bbrroowwssiinngg  hhiissttoorryy  oonn  eexxiitt.

All of this is shown automatically because it’s under the first tab, GGeenneerraall.
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In the same window, you can select CCoonntteenntt, the fourth tab over from the left. On that
tab, you have an option to adjust the SSeettttiinnggss  ffoorr  AAuuttooCCoommpplleettee.

Similar to cookies from websites, the AutoComplete data helps you when you’re surfing
by finishing the web addresses you’re typing, and more. Here, you have the option to
remove that information from your Internet Explorer data.
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If you’d like to remove the AutoComplete data, choose the specific data that you’d like
removed by clicking on the checkbox and then clicking OOKK.

Before doing so, you also have the option to DDeelleettee  AAuuttooCCoommpplleettee  hhiissttoorryy, taking care
of it in one click.

MMiiccrroossoofftt  EEddggee
The Microsoft Edge browser was first released for Windows 10 in 2015. It remains the
default browser in the latest versions of Windows and, along with Internet Explorer,
keeps Microsoft as the third most popular browser provider.
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In EEddggee, click the three horizontal dots in the upper right of the browser.
From the pop-out menu, click on SSeettttiinnggss.
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From the Settings menu you’ll want to click on PPrriivvaaccyy  &&  sseeccuurriittyy in the left panel of
the pop-out, and then click on the CChhoooossee  wwhhaatt  ttoo  cclleeaarr button.
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From the CClleeaarr  bbrroowwssiinngg  ddaattaa list you’ll be presented with a list of available options
that can be cleared. Four of these options will be selected for you by default: BBrroowwssiinngg
hhiissttoorryy, CCooookkiieess  aanndd  ssaavveedd  wweebbssiittee  ddaattaa, CCaacchheedd  ddaattaa  aanndd  fifilleess, and TTaabbss  tthhaatt  II’’vvee
sseett  aassiiddee  oorr  rreecceennttllyy  cclloosseedd.
You can go ahead and select any or all of the other five options, or you can leave them
unticked. By default they are unticked.
Additionally, you can choose to have this data cleared automatically every time you
close Microsoft Edge. If this is something that you’d like to do, click on the AAllwwaayyss
cclleeaarr  tthhiiss  wwhheenn  II  cclloossee  tthhee  bbrroowwsseerr slider option.
Having selected what you want to clear, click the CClleeaarr button. Once everything has
been cleared you’ll see a small AAllll  cclleeaarr!! Message

OOppeerraa
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The Opera browser was developed 24 years ago. It’s popular among those who want to
hide their browsing and it has survived to this day as a competitor in the world of
browsers.

In this case, you’ll click toward the upper left corner of the browser directly on the O
icon, representing OOppeerraa. Once that’s done, a pop-out menu will display some options
and you’ll want to click on SSeettttiinnggss.
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When you click on SSeettttiinnggss, you’ll have an option to expand AAddvvaanncceedd (left-hand
side) and from there, select PPrriivvaaccyy  &&  sseeccuurriittyy. Under that menu, more options will
appear to your right. You’ll want to click on CClleeaarr  bbrroowwssiinngg  ddaattaa.  

Similar to the other browsers, you’ll have the option of selecting BBaassiicc to the left,
which is probably the easiest option. Even within the selection of BBaassiicc, you can
choose whether you want to delete BBrroowwssiinngg  HHiissttoorryy,,  CCooookkiieess  aanndd  ootthheerr  ssiittee  ddaattaa,
and CCaacchheedd  iimmaaggeess  aanndd  fifilleess.

How To Clear The Cache Of Any Web Browser https://www.online-tech-tips.com/computer-tips/how-to-clear-the-...

22 of 35 8/10/20, 10:54 AM



AAppppllee  SSaaffaarrii
Apple Safari is almost taken for granted as the expected browser for Mac users, coming
pre-installed. However, with the availability of other browsers, and especially in cases
where Mac users find themselves also using Windows (ie. in work environments),
more and more Mac users are using other browsers, as well.

So, it’s not a surprise that Windows users may find themselves using Apple Safari on
their Windows platform. Apple has not updated the Safari version for Windows past
the version of 2012. 

The following instructions cover that version, which is still available, at least for now,
and are designed to keep your Safari browser running smoothly.

Clicking on the gear icon in the upper right of the browser will expand a menu where
you can select HHiissttoorryy from the options presented.
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Under HHiissttoorryy you’ll see another option to click another HHiissttoorryy and that will present
a list, on the right-hand side, of the sites visited and searches performed. By right-
clicking on any singular reference (link) you can select DDeelleettee to delete that item from
the log of sites visited (history).
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If you want to manage how your browser behaves with these items, select
PPrreeffeerreenncceess instead of HHiissttoorryy when given the option in the pop-out menu (accessed
via the gear icon).
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Under PPrreeffeerreenncceess, you can select PPrriivvaaccyy which has the Mystery Man icon and is
found on the tab third from the right. 
At that point, you will have access to click the RReemmoovvee  AAllll  WWeebbssiittee  DDaattaa button,
making it easy to clean up the Safari browser code and temporary internet files
(cache), etc. If you would like to have more control over which files are deleted, you can
choose the DDeettaaiillss button.

When you select RReemmoovvee  AAllll  WWeebbssiittee  DDaattaa you’ll be presented with a sort of last
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chance to bail option where you can click on RReemmoovvee  NNooww if you truly want to remove
the data. Otherwise, click CCaanncceell if you’ve decided not to delete this data.

Are you in a hurry and just want to get this done? Another option, from the gear menu,
is to select RReesseett  SSaaffaarrii and allow the browser to delete files and reset itself to
practically factory settings, where you can start all over again.

MMoobbiillee  BBrroowwssiinngg
Clearing the browser cache in mobile devices is very similar to what we journeyed
through above, and especially amongst the same developer. Some necessary steps are
listed below to help you get started.

AAnnddrrooiidd
When using an Android device, visit the browser and select MMeennuu, then MMoorree, and you
will see an option for SSeettttiinnggss  or MMeennuu. 
After selecting that, you want SSeettttiinnggss and PPrriivvaaccyy  &&  SSeeccuurriittyy. If you are using a
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Chrome browser, It is a little more streamlined with the MMeennuu option and then
SSeettttiinnggss  aanndd  PPrriivvaaccyy. Both methods are similar on Android, once you get the hang of
it. 

Removing the data (including temporary smartphone files) is a little different between
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the Android browser and the Chrome browser. The Chrome browser thinks for you, and
all you need to do is click on CClleeaarr to have the browser do it for you (utilizing the
default settings). 

The Android browser provides options to tap CClleeaarr  ccaacchhee or CClleeaarr  hhiissttoorryy, or CClleeaarr  aallll

How To Clear The Cache Of Any Web Browser https://www.online-tech-tips.com/computer-tips/how-to-clear-the-...

29 of 35 8/10/20, 10:54 AM



ccooookkiiee  ddaattaa, or whatever combination you desire.

AAppppllee  iiOOSS
We covered Windows Safari in the computer-based browser. In Apple devices like
iPhones, iPads, etc., the process is very similar. Instead of going straight to the browser,
Apple has it set up so you can access what you need via SSeettttiinnggss represented by the
Gear icon, likely on your main screen (to start).  
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In the listing of settings, choose SSaaffaarrii. 
Scrolling down in the Safari settings, you can opt for CClleeaarr  HHiissttoorryy  aanndd  WWeebbssiittee  DDaattaa.
Your iOS device will request a confirmation of that selection with something like CClleeaarr
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HHiissttoorryy  aanndd  DDaattaa for you to verify your selection/choice.

KKiinnddllee  FFiirree
If you’re into the Kindle scene, you can also clear the browser cache and history (and
cookies). 

Select the browser and look for the menu, then SSeettttiinnggss and then PPrriivvaaccyy. 
The selection to CClleeaarr  bbrroowwssiinngg  ddaattaa should then appear for you to select/tap.
Select the self-explanatory options that you want to clear and click CClleeaarr..

Note: this process may not work for all Kindles (i.e. first generation) but should give
you an idea of how to work through this on your device.
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